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Foreword 

The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) was established in 1994 as a 
regional economic grouping consisting of 20 member states after signing the co-operation Treaty. 
In Chapter 15 of the COMESA Treaty, Member States agreed to co-operate on matters of 
standardisation and Quality assurance with the aim of facilitating the faster movement of goods 
and services within the region so as to enhance expansion of intra-COMESA trade and industrial 
expansion. 

Co-operation in standardisation is expected to result into having uniformly harmonised standards. 
Harmonisation of standards within the region is expected to reduce Technical Barriers to Trade 
that are normally encountered when goods and services are exchanged between COMESA 
Member States due to differences in technical requirements. Harmonized COMESA Standards 
are also expected to result into benefits such as greater industrial productivity and 
competitiveness, increased agricultural production and food security, a more rational exploitation 
of natural resources among others. 

COMESA Standards are developed by the COMESA experts on standards representing the 
National Standards Bodies and other stakeholders within the region in accordance with 
international procedures and practices. Standards are approved by circulating Final Draft 
Harmonized Standards (FDHS) to all member states for a one Month vote. The assumption is 
that all contentious issues would have been resolved during the previous stages or that an 
international or regional standard being adopted has been subjected through a development 
process consistent with accepted international practice. 

COMESA Standards are subject to review, to keep pace with technological advances. Users of 
the COMESA Harmonized Standards are therefore expected to ensure that they always have the 
latest version of the standards they are implementing. 

This COMESA standard is technically identical to the International Standard lEC 60884-2-1:1987. 



A COMESA Harmonized Standard does not purport to include all necessary provisions of a contract. 
Users are responsible for its correct application. 
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Prises de courant pour usages domestiques 
et analogues - 

Partie 2-1: 

Regies particulieres pour les fiches avec fuslbles 

Plugs and socket-outlets for household 
and similar purposes - 

Part 2-1: 

Particular requirements for fused plugs 




Numero de reference 

Reference number 

CEI/IEC 60884-2-1: 1987 



Numeros des publications 

Depuis le 1er Janvier 1997, les publications de la CEI 
sont numerotees a partir de 60000. 



Numbering 

As from 1 January 1997 all lEC publications are 
issued with a designation in the 60000 series. 



Publications consolidees 

Les versions consolidees de certaines publications de 
la CEI incorporant les amendements sont disponibles. 
Par exemple, les numeros d'edition 1.0, 1.1 et 1.2 
indiquent respectivement la publication de base, la 
publication de base incorporant I'amendement 1, et la 
publication de base Incorporant les amendements 1 
et2. 



Consolidated publications 

Consolidated versions of some I EC publications 
including amendments are available. For example, 
edition numbers 1.0, 1.1 and 1.2 refer, respectively, to 
the base publication, the base publication 
incorporating amendment 1 and the base publication 
incorporating amendments 1 and 2, 



Validite de la presente publication 

Le contenu technique des publications de la CEI est 
constamment revu par la CEI afin qu'ii reflete I'etat 
actuel de la technique. 

Des renseignements relatifs a la date de 
reconfirmation de la publication sont disponibles dans 
le Catalogue de la CEI. 

Les renseignements relatifs a des questions a I'etude et 
des travaux en cours entrepris par le comlte technique 
qui a etabll cette publication, ainsi que la liste des 
publications etablles, se trouvent dans les documents ci- 
dessous: 

• «Site web» de la CEI* 

• Catalogue des publications de la CEI 

Publie annuellement et mis a jour regulierement 
(Catalogue en figne)* 

• Bulletin de la CEI 

Disponible a la fois au «site web» de la CEI* et 
comme periodique imprime 



Validity of this publication 

The technical content of lEC publications is kept under 
constant review by the (EC, thus ensuring that the 
content reflects current technology. 

Information relating to the date of the reconfirmation of 
the publication is available in the I EC catalogue. 

Information on the subjects under consideration and 
work in progress undertaken by the technical 
committee which has prepared this publication, as well 
as the list of publications issued, is to be found at the 
following I EC sources: 

• lEC web site* 

• Catalogue of lEC publications 

Published yearly with regular updates 
(On-line catalogue)* 

• lEC Bulletin 

Available both at the I EC web site* and as a 
printed periodical 



Termlnologie, symboles graphiques 
et litteraux 

En ce qui concerne la termlnologie generale, le lecteur 
se reportera a la CEI 60050: Vocabulaire Electro- 
technique International (\IE\). 

Pour les symboles graphiques, les symboles litteraux 
et les signes d'usage general approuves par la CEI, le 
lecteur consultera la CEI 60027: Symboles litteraux a 
utiliser en electrotechnique, la CEI 60417: Symboles 
graphiques utilisables sur le materiel. Index, releve et 
compilation des feuilles individuelles, et la CE! 60617: 
Symboles graphiques pour schemas. 



Terminology, graphical and letter 
symbols 

For general terminology, readers are referred to 
I EC 60050; International Electrotechnical Vocabulary 
(lEV). 

For graphical symbols, and letter symbols and signs 
approved by the lEC for general use, readers are 
referred to publications lEC 60027: Letter symbols to 
be used in electrical technology, I EC 60417: Graphical 
symbols for use on equipment. Index, survey and 
compilation of the single sheets and I EC 60617: 
Graphical symbols for diagrams. 



Voir adresse «site web» sur la page de titre. 



See web site address on title page. 
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 



PLUGS AND SOCKET-OUTLETS FOR HOUSEHOLD 
AND SIMILAR PURPOSES 

Part 2: Particular requirements for fused plugs 



FOREWORD 



!) The formal decisions or agreements of the I EC on technical matters, prepared by Technical Committees on which all 
the National Committees having a special interest therein are represented, express, as nearly as possible, an 
international consensus of opinion on the subjects dealt with. 

2) They have the form of recommendations for international use and they are accepted by the National Committees in 
that sense. 

3) In order to promote international unification, the I EC expresses the wish that all National Committees should adopt 
the text of the I EC recommendation for their national rules in so far as national conditions will permit. Any 
divergence between the I EC recommendation and the corresponding national rules should, as far as possible, be 
clearly indicated in the latter. 

. PREFACE 

This publication has been prepared by Sub-Committee 23B: Plugs, Socket-outlets and 
Switches, of I EC Techni car Committee No. 23: Electrical Accessories. 

The text of this publication is based upon the following documents: 



Six Months' Rule 


Report on Voting 


23B(CO)64 


23B(CO)73 



Full information on the voting for the approval of this publication can be found in the 
Voting Report indicated in the above table. 

This Part 2 shall be used in conjunction with I EC Publication 884-1 (First edition, 1987): 
Part 1: General Requirements. It lists the changes necessary to convert that publication into 
the I EC standard: Particular requirements for fused plugs (First edition). 

In this pubHcation: 

1) The following print types are used: 

- requirements proper: in roman type. 

- test specifications: in italic type. 

- explanatory matter: in smaller roman type. 

2) Sub-clauses and figures which are additional to those in Part 1 are numbered starting from 
101. 

The following I EC publications are quoted in this standard: 

Publications Nos. 269: Low-voltage Fuses. 

417: Graphical Symbols for Use on Equipment. 

Index, Survey and Compilation of the Single Sheets. 
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PLUGS AND SOCKET-OUTLETS FOR HOUSEHOLD 
AND SIMILAR PURPOSES 

Part 2: Particular requirements for fused plugs 



Introduction 



Clauses of Part 1 are declared as applicable when they contain requirements 
concerning plugs. 



1. Scope 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable except as follows: 

Addition: 

This standard applies where fuses are primarily intended to protect the flexible cable 
or cord (e.g. with ring circuits). 

The fuses are not intended to protect appliances or parts of them against overload. 



2. Definitions 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable except as follows: 
Additional definitions: 

2.101 A fused plug is a plug incorporating a replaceable fuse-link in one or more 
current-carrying poles. 

2.102 A polarized fuse plug is a fused plug constructed so that, when inserted in a 
socket-outlet installed in a polarized wiring installation, the correct relationship between 
the neutral and the line pole or poles is maintained. 



3. General requirements 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

4. General notes on tests 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 
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5. Ratings 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable except as follows: 

Additional sub-clause: 

5.101 Fused plugs shall have a minimum current rating equivalent to the rating of the fuse 
fitted in accordance with the marking. 

6. Classification 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

7. Marking 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable except as follows : 

7.1 Addition 

Fused plugs shall be marked to indicate the presence of a fuse within the plug; this 
marking may be in the form of a symbol. 

Rewirable fused plugs shall be marked to indicate the rated current of the fuse within 
the plug: this may be on the plug or on an attached label. 

Non-re wirable fused plugs shall be permanently marked with the rated current of the 
fuse appropriate to the attached flexible cord and to associated appliances as designated 
by the manufacturer. 

Compliance is checked by inspection. 

7.2 Addition 

- fuse I j (see 417-1 EC-5016) 

8. Checking of dimensions 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

9. Protection against electric shock 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable except as follows: 

Additional sub-clause: 

9.101 It shall not be possible to remove or replace the fuse-link in a fused plug unless the 
plug is completely withdrawn from the socket-outlet. 

Compliance is checked by inspection. 
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iO. Provision for earthing 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

1 1 . Terminals 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

12. Construction of fixed socket-outlets 

This clause of Part 1 is not applicable. 

13. Construction of plugs and portable socket-outlets 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable except as follows: 
Additional sub-clauses: 

13.101 Provision shall be made within the body of a fused plug for a suitable fuse-link 
complying with I EC Publication 269 as far as it reasonably applies (see Sub-clause 
13,22). 

The fuse-link shall be mounted between contacts fitted to the terminal or termination 
of the conductor of the flexible cord and to the corresponding plug pin. 

Fuse-links shall not be fitted in the earthing circuit. 

The design of the plug shall be such that the fuse-link cannot be left in inadequate 
contact when the plug is assembled. 

Compliance is checked by inspection. 

13.102 It shall not be possible to insert a fuse-link of a rated current higher than that of the 
plug. 

Compliance is checked by inspection. 

14. Interlocked socket-outlets 

This clause of Part 1 is not applicable. 

15. Resistance to ageing, to harmful ingress of water and to humidity 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

16. Insulation resistance and electric strength 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 
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17. Operation of earthing contacts 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

18. Temperature rise 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

19. Breaking capacity 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

20. Normal operation 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

21. Force necessary to withdraw the plug 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

22. Flexible cables and cords and their connection 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

23. Mechanical strength 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

24. Resistance to heat 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

25. Screws, current-carrying parts and connections 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

26. Creepage distances, clearances and distances through sealing compound 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

27. Resistance of insulating material to abnormal heat, to fire and to tracking 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 



884-2-1 (1) © I EC 1987 — 15 — 

28. Resistance to rusting 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 

29. Additional tests on pins provided with insulating sleeves 

This clause of Part 1 is applicable. 
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